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E are very happy to celebrate the 2500th Buddha 

Jayanti in Japan this year. On this occasion we 
must return to the fundamental spirit of the Buddha, and 
vitalize this spirit and propagate it in this our world. ‘The 
Buddha’s brilliant personality, profound thought, and 
thorough practice are models for Buddhists through-out 
the world. Although there are differences between South- 
ern and Northern Buddhism, they both stem from the 
teachings of the Buddha Sakyamuni. They must deepen 
their mutual understanding and recognize the strong points 
of each, and work together. They must develop a world 
movement of Buddhism as a whole. 

As I see it, the strong points of Southern Buddhism are: 
(1) a belief in one Buddha (2) a strict observance of the 
precepts (3) a respect for priesthood. The strong points 
of Northern Buddhism are: (1) profundity of thought 
(2) the emphasis on altruism (3) the vitalizing of Bud- 
dhist spirit in everyday life. The Buddhism of the future 
must synthesize the profound throught of Northern Bud- 
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dhism with the thorough practice of Southern Buddhism. 
In this way we must establish a new Buddhism of inter- 
national reach. In the future Mahayana Buddhism in 
Japan must not discriminate against the Buddhism of 
Southeast Asia by calling it Hinaydna. 

We must instead respect it as Theravada, supporting its 
strong points of strict observance of precepts and belief 
in one Buddha. We must have enough tolerance to co- 
operate on a logical basis. Buddha’s peaceful and con- 
structive personality and cultivated contributions are not 
weakened even today. 

The Buddhist nirvana means the perfecting of person- 
ality by Great Wisdom, and expressing the Great Com- 
passion that embraces all. In the Buddha’s personality 
we see the self-identity of Great Wisdom and Great Com- 
passion. Great Wisdom and great compassion are two 
necessary elements in the present age. 

The significance of Buddhism in current world thoughts 
is as follows. 

C1) The Middle Way of Buddhism has the role of 
solving the dualistic confrontation in this world. The 
Middle Way is definitely not simple moderation; it is a 
true way that must be expressed dynamically in practical 
action. By the concept of the Middle Way we must 
synthesize the conflict of materialism and idealism in a 


higher dimension and elevate the idea of ahimsa, practice 


based on the Middle Way will surely bring peace and 
happiness to mankind. 

(2) The unitive thought of Buddhism should play an 
important role in breaking the impasse now plaguing our 
mechanical civilisation. The development of the scientific 
intellect has helped to establish a huge mechanical civili- 
sation. Man has now created the age of mass-communi- 
cation automation, and organized systems, but he has 
become enslaved by machines and has lost his subjectivity. 
If Buddhism can help man find his true self and elevate 
the thought of self-identity, it will enable man to escape 
from his slavery to machines. The world view that makes 
the one identical with the many will return man from his 
apparent separateness to his original form. 

(3) The wisdom of Buddhism based on compassion, 
has the important role of correcting the direction of mod- 
ern science Buddhism does not have any rigid dogma; it 
also does not teach superstitions. Buddhism is the only 
world religion that can embrace the scientific spirit. The 
culture of the future must have a base of a religious spirit 
that envelops science. For religion does not have science 
is blind, and science does not have religion is crippled. 
Modern science is enslaved by its own products and criti- 
cal impasse. In the future Buddhism must indicate the 
direction for scientific knowledge. There have been no 


scientists who have become martyrs. This is because Bud- 


— 3 — 


dhism embraces science. The necessary thing now is a 
religious wisdom that will guide scientific knowledge. The 
national character of Buddhism appeals more and more 
to us. 

(4) The Buddhist idea of no-abode nirvana offers a 
sound basis for guiding human life. Because of Great 
Wisdom, Buddhism is not satisfied with the activity of the 
delusive world. Because of Great Compassion, it does not 
cling to the ideal of an enlightened world. It instead 
urges actions based on vital freedom. Toynbee has noted 
the processes of withdrawal and return in human existence. 
Withdrawal means looking inward and finding one’s true 
self. Return means going once again back into society 
and working for others. Buddhism teaches the enlighten- 
ment of self and the cnlightenment of others. The 
“ Individuation ” process of C.G. Jung emphasizes the 
former. The “Creative Altruism ” of Sorokin emphasizes 
the latter. In Toynbee these two processes are considered 
to be separate. But in Buddhism they are inseparable. 
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The “ Merit-transference” of Shinran and “the self- 
identity of training and enlightenment” of D6égen indi- 
cate the unity of withdrawal and return. Existencialism 
puts too much emphasis on nihilism and lacks positive 
work that should come after Grenzsituation. 

(5) The altruistic spirit of Buddhism make; for a reli- 


gion of peace. This has been demonstrated historically, 
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for Buddhism has always preferred peace to war. It has 
never oppressed the heretical, nor has it ever started a 
religious war. King Asoka felt the sinfulness of war after 
the battle of Kalinga, and subsequently ruled his country 
by the right law and brought peace to his world. The 
Dhammapada says, “Hatred is not stopped by hatred, 
Hatred ceases only through compassion. This is the eter- 
nal law.” In the eyes of the Buddha, hatred and love 
are equal. A world that lives by the true law has no 
use for weapons. Struggle stems bascicully from personal 
greed and vanity. Buddhism emphasizes the forsaking of 
selfish delusions and helping cach other. The true spirit 
of Buddhism arises from reflecting deeply on oneself and 
seeking earnestly for the Way. It manifests itself from 
the first in continuing a life of effort and gratitude. 
Monotheistic religions lack the spirit of tolerance and easily 
vulnerable to disputes. Similarly labor and management 
must stop their disputes and work together for their mutu- 
al interests. Buddhism has these concepts, but how can 
we make them live in this world? The problems are: 

C1) How can we make people in Europe and America 
understand the Buddhist spirit of internationalism, ration- 
alism, and humanism ? 

(2) Hew can we resolve the dualistic conflict in Europe 
and America by the Buddhist cuncept of the Middle Way, 


and realise the spirit of mutual help ? 
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(3) How can Buddhism help solve the impasse of 
Western mechanical civilisation and guide science and use 
it ? 

(4) How can Buddhism help bring about a peaceful 
world that will use atomic power benefically ? 

(5) How can we use the idea of mutual aid to help 
soften the conflict between labor and management ? 

(6) How can the Buddhist idea of Great Wisdom and 
Compassion help man know himself and vitalize his ac- 


tivities ? 


